
Sexual subjects:
An Introduction to Sexuality Studies 

GNDR_ST 220

This interdisciplinary introductory 
lecture/discussion course surveys the 
sprawling topics of sex, sexuality, and 
sexuality studies.  It is one of two courses 
intended as introductions to the Gender 
and Sexuality Studies major.  In addition 
to considering the multiple ways in 
which sexuality is simultaneously a 
somatic fact, a locus of identity; a site 
of regulation, contestation, and sociability—and, of course, an arena of 
pleasure—explicit attention will also be paid to the work of Northwestern 
scholars in different disciplines (history, sociology, anthropology, literature…) 
and the ways they formulate and attempt to answer questions about 
sexuality.  Major questions will include: what makes a body male or female, 
homosexual or heterosexual, “normal” or “deviant” and how have the answers 
to those questions changed over time?  Is the history of sexuality one of 
increasing liberation?   How is the policing of sexual behavior related to 
the (re)production of other social categories such as race, gender, and 
adolescence?
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