
Medieval Sexuality
GNDR_ST 321 & HISTORY 330

Christian theorists were convinced 
that human sexuality underwent an 
irreversible debasement as a result 
of the sin of Adam and Eve. Their 
negative assessment has remained 
with us until the present day. This 
course will grapple with the both the 
origins of this negative bequest as
well as some of the anomalies of 
the medieval tradition. For example, despite the insistence that 
heterosexuality was ordained by God, the disparagement of physicality 
and women led to the institutionalization of clerical celibacy in the 
West. This, in turn, fostered a gay subculture. Likewise, despite the 
theoretical insistence on a separation between the sexes that was even 
present in the afterlife, these same theorists not only praised “virile 
women,” but occasionally celebrated cross-dressing in female saints! 
This course will examine the institutions and ideas that dominated 
the construction of gender in the Middle Ages. It will also lend insight 
into not one, but many, “sexualities.”
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