
Political Sociology: 
Gender & Politics

GNDR_ST 331 / SOCIOL 309 / POLI_SCI 390

This class will investigate how gender 
shapes politics and policy, and how 
these in turn shape gender, primarily in 
the United States. I aim also to provide 
comparative and global context. Gender 
is conceptualized as a set of relations, 
identities and cultural schema, always 
constituted with other dimensions of 
power, difference and inequality (e.g., race, 
class, sexuality, religion, citizenship status). We will analyze the gendered 
character of citizenship, political participation and representation, social 
rights and economic rights. We aim to understand gendered politics and 
policy from both “top down” and “bottom up” perspectives. What do states 
do, via institutions of political participation and representation, citizenship 
rights and policies, to shape gender relations? How do gender relations 
influence the nature of policy and citizenship? How has feminism emerged 
as a radical challenge to the androcentrism and restricted character of 
the democratic public sphere? And how has anti-feminism come to be a 
significant dimension of politics?
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