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Making Identities and Differences

GNDR_ST 332 & HUM 370-3 & SOCIOL 376

How do developments in How do developments in 
the life sciences affect our the life sciences affect our 
understandings of who we understandings of who we 
are, how we differ, and how are, how we differ, and how 
social inequalities are created, social inequalities are created, 
perpetuated, and challenged? This perpetuated, and challenged? This 
seminar explores how scientific seminar explores how scientific 
claims and technological developments help transform claims and technological developments help transform 
cultural meanings of race, gender, and sexuality. Conversely, cultural meanings of race, gender, and sexuality. Conversely, 
we will consider how cultural beliefs about race, gender, and we will consider how cultural beliefs about race, gender, and 
sexuality influence scientific knowledge and medical practice. sexuality influence scientific knowledge and medical practice. 
By studying controversies, we will explore the dynamic By studying controversies, we will explore the dynamic 
interplay among expert findings, social identities, and political interplay among expert findings, social identities, and political 
arguments.arguments.
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