
The course reviews the history and 
theory of citizenship and deportation 
policies. Students will learn about 
deportation and “transportation” 
laws in colonial-era Britain and the 
colonies, as well as United States 
deportation laws from 1776 through 
the present. There will be some lecture 
but most of the class time will be used to discuss the readings and train 
students in how to conduct original legal research using databases with 
case law, Congressional hearings, and federal regulations, as well as 
immigration law enforcement statistical information. Two weeks will 
be devoted to citizenship and deportation policies outside the United 
States. For the final paper, students will be asked to compare a policy 
from before 1996 with a deportation policy after 1996. Students must 
attend at least three hours of immigration court hearings in downtown 
Chicago before the fourth week of the quarter. No exceptions. This can 
be accomplished in one visit. (The court is easily accessible by public 
transportation.)
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